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Patent Notice

The Kalke-Murphy Grain Stir-Ator is manufactured under exclusive license for United States Patent 
Numbers 3580549 and 4374621. Infringing manufacturers, sellers, and users are subject to 
prosecution in the Federal Courts.

STIR-ATOR is a registered trade-mark of David Manufacturing Company.

Installation Data

Date of Installation: _____________________

Serial Number: ________________________

Bin Size:______________________________

Auger Length: _________________________

Dealer Name:__________________________
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1. Safety

Safety Guidelines
This manual contains information that is important for you, the owner/operator, to know and understand. 
This information relates to protecting personal safety and preventing equipment problems. It is the 
responsibility of the owner/operator to inform anyone operating or working in the area of this equipment 
of these safety guidelines. To help you recognize this information, we use the symbols that are defined 
below. Please read the manual and pay attention to these sections. Failure to read this manual and its 
safety instructions is a misuse of the equipment and may lead to serious injury or death.

This is the safety alert symbol. It is used to alert you to 
potential personal injury hazards. Obey all safety 
messages that follow this symbol to avoid possible 
injury or death.

WARNING indicates a potentially hazardous situation 
which, if not avoided, could result in death or serious injury.

CAUTION indicates a potentially hazardous situation which, 
if not avoided, may result in minor or moderate injury.

CAUTION used without the safety alert symbol indicates a 
potentially hazardous situation which, if not avoided, may 
result in property damage.

NOTE indicates information about the equipment that you 
should pay special attention.

DANGER indicates an imminently hazardous situation 
which, if not avoided, will result in death or serious injury.
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Safety Instructions
Our foremost concern is your safety and the safety of others associated with this equipment. We want 
to keep you as a customer. This manual is to help you understand safe operating procedures and some 
problems which may be encountered by the operator and other personnel.

As owner and/or operator, it is your responsibility to know what requirements, hazards and precautions 
exist, and to inform all personnel associated with the equipment or in the area. Safety precautions may 
be required from the personnel. Avoid any alterations to the equipment. Such alterations may produce 
a very dangerous situation where SERIOUS INJURY or DEATH may occur.

This equipment shall be installed in accordance with the current installation codes and applicable 
regulations which should be carefully followed in all cases. Authorities having jurisdiction should be 
consulted before installations are made.

Follow Safety Instructions

Carefully read all safety messages in this manual and 
safety signs on your machine. Keep signs in good 
condition. Replace missing or damaged safety signs. Be 
sure new equipment components and repair parts include 
the current safety signs. Replacement safety signs are 
available from the manufacturer. 

Know how to operate and adjust your equipment to obtain 
the maximum efficiency. Do not let anyone operate 
without instruction.

Keep your machinery in proper working condition. 
Unauthorized modifications to the machine may impair the 
function and/or safety and affect machine life.

BURYING THE UNIT WILL VOID YOUR WARRANTY.

DO NOT OPERATE EQUIPMENT IN AN EMPTY BIN. To 
test the unit in an empty bin, make sure no one is in the bin, 
then turn power “on” and “off” immediately from the outside 
of the bin. Do NOT let it run in an empty bin.

If you do not understand any part of this manual and need 
assistance, contact your dealer.

Read and Understand Manual
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1. Safety

Practice Safe Maintenance

Understand service procedures before doing work. Keep area 
clean and dry.

Never lubricate, service, or adjust machine while it is in operation. 
Keep hands, feet and clothing away from rotating parts.

Keep all parts in good condition and properly installed. Fix 
damage immediately. Replace worn or broken parts. Remove any 
built up grease oil and debris.

Maintain Equipment 
and Work Area

Stay Clear of Rotating Parts

CAUTION SHOULD BE EXERCISED if it is necessary 
to enter the bin while the equipment is in operation.

Entanglement in rotating augers will cause serious 
injury or death.

Keep all shields and covers in place at all times.

Wear close fitting clothing. Stop and lock out power 
source before making adjustments, cleaning, or 
maintaining equipment.

Rotating Auger Hazard

Operate Motor Properly

To avoid serious injury or death, stay away from unit and make sure 
everyone is clear of the equipment before starting or operating 
the unit.

All electrical connections should be made in accordance with 
the National Electric Code. Be sure equipment and bins are
properly grounded.

Do not operate electric motor equipped units until motors are 
properly grounded.

Disconnect power on electrical driven units before resetting 
motor overloads.

Do not repetitively stop and start the drive in order to free a plugged 
condition. Jogging the drive in this manner can damage the 
equipment and/or drive components.

Electric Shock Hazard
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Prepare for Emergencies

Be prepared if fire starts.

Keep a first aid kit and fire extinguisher handy.

Keep emergency numbers for doctors, ambulance service, 
hospital and fire department near your telephone.

Keep Emergency Equipment 
Quickly Accessible

Avoid Falls

Anchor the bottom of any ladder being used in a bin or silo 
to prevent it from slipping.

Because the equipment is suspended from chains in the 
center, be cautious of positioning ladder against the
equipment. The equipment can move or swing from the 
weight of a person climbing on the ladder.

When setting a ladder against the equipment, a vise grip 
or other type of tie down should be used in the front and 
back of the track drive unit. This keeps the equipment from 
rolling or sliding around the bin while service work is 
being performed.

During heavy service work, such as removing auger 
drive, electric motors, or replacing electrical swivel, tying 
the ladder to the main frame or other solid component 
is advised.

Never climb out on the main beam or augers from a ladder 
or the roof manhole.

If an unusual amount of service work needs to be 
performed, consider lowering the unit onto sawhorses.

Always Use Ladders Safely
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1. Safety

Wear Protective Clothing

Wear close fitting clothing and safety equipment appropriate
to the job.

Remove all jewelry.

Long hair should be tied up and back.

Safety glasses should be worn at all times to protect eyes 
from debris.

Wear gloves to protect your hands from sharp edges on 
plastic or steel parts.

Wear steel toe boots to help protect your feet from falling 
debris. Tuck in any loose or dangling shoe strings.

A respirator may be needed to prevent breathing potentially 
toxic fumes and dust.

Wear hard hat to help protect your head.

Wear appropriate fall protection equipment when working at 
elevations greater than six feet (6').

Eye Protection

Gloves

Steel Toe Boots

Respirator

Hard Hat

Fall Protection
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1. Read and understand the Owner’s Manual.

2. Keep all safety shields in place.

3. Disconnect all electrical power prior to inspecting, servicing, lubricating, or 
adjusting the equipment.

4. Keep hands, feet and clothing away from moving parts while in operation. 
NEVER stand or sit on unit while in operation.

5. To avoid serious injury or death, stay clear of the unit and make sure everyone 
else is clear of the Stir-Ator before starting or operating the unit.

6. DO NOT operate the Stir-Ator unless shut off chain has been properly installed 
and adjusted.

7. Never enter the bin while the Stir-Ator is in operation.

8. Exercise care when starting the Stir-Ator in a full bin of grain. Augers can be 
stuck in the grain causing damage to the Stir-Ator or to the bin.

9. Operating the Stir-Ator during bin unloading can be beneficial to the unloading 
process as well as prevent auger damage.

10. BURYING THE UNIT WILL DAMAGE THE BIN AND WILL VOID THE WARRANTY.

11. DO NOT OPERATE DESIGN III STIR-ATOR IN AN EMPTY BIN. To test the unit in 
an empty bin, make sure no one is inside the bin, then turn power “ON” and 
“OFF” immediately from the outside of the bin. DO NOT let the Stir-Ator run in 
an empty bin. Damage to Stir-Ator and bin can result.

12. All electrical hook-ups must be in accordance with the National Electrical Code. 
Be sure equipment and bins are properly grounded.

13. When not operating the unit for extended periods of time, or in some cases while 
emptying the bin, it may be best to position the trolley at the bin wall to eliminate 
possible Stir-Ator or bin damage.

Familiarize yourself with the machine before operating. This will help you to
operate the Design III Stir-Ator more efficiently and obtain better quality results.

BE A SAFE OPERATOR
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1. Safety

1. Turn OFF and lock out power source.

2. A safe ladder should be used.

3. When setting a ladder against the Stir-Ator, use a vise grip or other type of tie 
down in front and back of the track drive unit. This will prevent the Stir-Ator from 
rolling or sliding around the bin while service is performed.

4. Because the Stir-Ator is suspended from chains in the center, exercise caution 
whenever placing a ladder against the unit. The Stir-Ator can move or swing from 
the weight of a person climbing on the ladder.

5. Climbing out on the main frame from either a ladder or roof manhole should NOT 
be attempted. The Stir-Ator can swing, causing a fall.

6. During heavy service work, such as removing auger drive, electric motors, or 
replacing electrical swivel, secure the ladder to the main frame or other solid 
component.

7. Use rubber pads or other anti-slip devices to prevent the ladder from slipping on 
the bin or silo floor. Slipping could cause a serious accident.

8. DO NOT climb Stir-Ator down augers to make adjustments or repairs. Slipping 
could cause falling, bodily injury, or both.

9. If an unusual amount of service work is to be performed on a Stir-Ator, consider 
removing the augers and lowering the unit onto sawhorses.

10. Exercise caution when using a ladder to perform work in a partially filled grain 
bin. The ladder may sink into the grain and cause a fall.

Read and heed all safety reminders listed below.

To perform service work on a stirring device installed in a bin:

SAFETY FIRST PAYS
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the current installation codes and applicable 

regulations which should be carefully followed in all 
cases. Authorities having jurisdiction should be 
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